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Introduction 

 Background history for context 

 

 Archives & Libraries 

 

 Trade Unions & Company Records 

 

 Historical Societies & Museums 

 

 Miners’ Health 

 

 Newspapers & Photographs 
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Background History 

Miners moved around 

 

Major mining rushes (they followed  

new discoveries) 

South Australia 1840s 

Victoria & NSW 1850s 

Queensland 1860s 

Tasmania 1870s 

Western Australia 1890s 

 

Don’t forget the trans Tasman connection 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia 

Or New Zealand 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia
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www.mininghistory.asn.au 

Bibliography of 

Australian Mining History 

http://www.mininghistory.asn.au/
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www.resources.nsw.gov.au/historical 

http://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/historical
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www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/heritage/archaeology/gold-mining-history-and-mining-plots-in-victoria 
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www.cornishvic.org.au  

http://www.cornishvic.org.au/
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http://web.aanet.com.au/soulpsychology/welshaustralian/Historyindex.htm 

http://web.aanet.com.au/soulpsychology/welshaustralian/Historyindex.htm
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www.nma.gov.au/collections 

http://www.nma.gov.au/collections


Archives & Libraries 

 State – Fact Sheets, Published Guides, 

Online Catalogues (inter library loans) 

 

 University 

◦ Noel Butlin Archives Centre 

 

 Specialist 

◦ Bendigo Regional Archives Centre 
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www.archives.qld.gov.au 

www.archives.qld.gov.au 
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http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/
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www.archives.qld.gov.au 

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/
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www.archives.qld.gov.au 

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/
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www.brac.vic.gov.au www.brac.vic.gov.au 

http://www.brac.vic.gov.au/
http://www.brac.vic.gov.au/
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www.archives.anu.edu.au 

http://www.archives.anu.edu.au/


Shauna Hicks  UTP Cruise 2014 

www.archives.anu.edu.au 

http://www.archives.anu.edu.au/
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/
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www.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning 

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning
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www.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/indexes_and_

catalogues/a-f2/mining_lease_holders 

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/indexes_and_catalogues/a-f2/mining_lease_holders
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Trade Unions & Company Records 

 Miners often belonged to a union 

 

 Membership records may be useful 

 

 Mining not always solitary pursuit 

 

 Companies may be worth looking at – 

especially shareholders  
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www.atua.org.au 

 

http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.atua.org.au 

 

http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.atua.org.au 

http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.atua.org.au 

http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.gabr.net.au 

http://www.gabr.net.au/


Historical Societies & Museums 

 Google search 

 

 Also try genealogy & family history 

societies 

 

 Private individuals 
 The Goldminer’s Database (NZ) 
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www.google.com.au 

http://www.google.com.au/
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www.sovereignhill.com.au 

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/
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www.gympiegoldmuseum.com.au  

http://www.gympiegoldmuseum.com.au/
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www.wj.com.au/lrhistory/index.html  

http://www.wj.com.au/lrhistory/index.html
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www.gsv.org.au 

http://www.gsv.org.au/


Shauna Hicks  UTP Cruise 2014 
www.kaelewis.com 

http://www.kaelewis.com/


Miners’ Health 

 A dangerous occupation 

 

 Accidents (minor, fatalities, disasters) 

 

 Miners phthisis 

◦ Anthracosis \An`thra*co"sis\, n. (Med.) A 

chronic lung disease, common among coal 

miners, due to the inhalation of coal dust; -- 

called also collier's lung and miner's phthisis. 

 
Shauna Hicks  UTP Cruise 2014 



Shauna Hicks  UTP Cruise 2014 

www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au 

http://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/
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www.teara.govt.nz/en/gold-and-gold-mining 
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http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/
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www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/miners.htm 

http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/miners.htm
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www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/miners 

http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/miners/
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http://fhr.slq.qld.gov.au/minacc 

http://fhr.slq.qld.gov.au/minacc/
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http://fhr.slq.qld.gov.au/minacc 

http://fhr.slq.qld.gov.au/minacc
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia#Mining_disasters 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_New_Zealand 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_New_Zealand


Photographs & Newspapers 

 Trove 
◦ But remember not everything is in Trove! 

 

 State Libraries & Archives 

 

 University Archives 

 

 Historical Societies & Museums 

 

 Flickr 
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J B Atkinson, Gympie 1897 

Images John Oxley Library 

Visit of Sir Anthony & Lady Musgrave 

North Phoenix Mine Gympie 1888 
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Christoe St, Copperfield 1876 

Images John Oxley Library 



Shauna Hicks  UTP Cruise 2014 

Quart Pot Hotel, Stanthorpe 

1872 

Image John Oxley Library 

Schoolchildren 1873 

Stanthorpe State School 

Image John Oxley Library 
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Images John Oxley Library 

Workers outside St 

Patrick Extended 

Charter Towers ca 890 

Cradling for gold outside 

Charters Towers 
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http://www.flickr.com  

http://www.flickr.com/


Conclusion 

 Follow the gold (don’t forget other minerals too) 

 

 Most records are not indexed  

 

 Not everything has survived 

 

 Have fun & good luck! 
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